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REFUGEES IN THE WORLD 
More than 70 million people worldwide have been forced to leave their 
homes to escape danger.

June 20 is World Refugee Day, a day for raising awareness about the 
reality of millions of people.

Of these people, almost 26 million are refugees.

The current number of 
refugees is the highest 

in history
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WHO IS A REFUGEE?
The Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees establishes the 
rights of refugees and the duty of goverments to help them.

A refugee is a person who has been forced to flee their
country for fear of being persecuted for reasons of:

The condition of “refugee” is a political status: not all people fleeing 
violence and poverty are considered refugees (although they may be 
called that in the media and in the street).

· Race
· Religion
· Nacionality
· Political opinions
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WHAT DO COUNTRIES DO TO HELP 
THEM? 

Countries are obliged to guarantee a series of rights:

Once they have reached another state, refugees have the right not to 
be returned to their country, where their life would be in danger.

The problem is that countries which should welcome refugees don’t do 
it, for fear of being overwhelmed.

· Education
· Work
· Living place
· Legalise their situation

Many citizens and NGOs have 
organised to help refugees

4/9 ©2019



· Strengthen border control
· The agreement with Turkey to stop the arrival of 
migrants
· Reception plan to relocate refugees (2015-2017)

Europe is one of the regions where many migrants arrive, because of the 
proximity to the northern coast of Africa and the Middle East.

The European Union has implemented different measures: 

The failure of the reception plan and the effects of the economic crisis 
have given strength to the xenophobic and extreme right movements, 
which reject the arrival of migrants and refugees.

THE REFUGEE CRISIS IN EUROPE
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War forces thousands of families to leave their homes every day.
According to UNHCR data, for every minute that passes 25 people must 
flee their home to survive.

WHAT ARE REFUGEES FLEEING FROM?

- Wars and armed conflicts
- Violence in the streets
- Poverty
- Persecution for being and thinking 
differently
- Climate refugees
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Kutupalong (Bangladesh)
670.000

Dadaab (Kenya)
210.000
Kukuma (Kenya)
190.000

Zaatari (Jordan)
79.000

The biggest refugee 
camps in the world

LIFE IN A REFUGEE CAMP

In theory, the camps are an option for temporary housing, while the 
war ends or they get a visa to settle in another country.

However, the conflict often lengthens and the camps become small 
cities with all kinds of services: schools, hospitals, stores, water 
distribution systems... 

Close to 3 million 
people live in refugee 
camps
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MIGRANTS, REFUGEES AND INTERNALLY 
DISPLACED PERSONs*

* Definitions according to the International Organization for Migration

The word migration is used to describe the movement of people:

The word migrant defines any person who moves from their country for 
any reason:

· If it is within the same territory, they are internally displaced
· When they cross the border of a country, they are migrants 
or refugees

· An economic migrant voluntarily abandons 
their country to improve their standard of 
living.
· An irregular migrant is a person who is found 
in a country without the documentation 
necessary to live in it.
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Migratory movements are very complex. Different types of
migrants can coincide on the same migratory route. 

For example, among people who try cross the 
Mediterranean, Syrian citizens are refugees 
because they are fleeing persecution in a civil  
war, while African migrants would be 
considered economic migrants because they 
are moving to improve their standard of living.

However, the fact that thousands of African migrants are willing 
to risk their lives to reach Europe makes us wonder: is it an 
economic or survival issue?

MAKES YOU THINK...
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