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What is ‘fake news’?
‘Fake news’ is false news that gets spread on the internet and via social 
networks

The truthfulness of this news is difficult to verify: it is not signed and 
doesn’t include the sources of information.

Despite the lack of rigor and credibility, these kinds of news spread at 
high speed thanks to the internet.

What happens on the 
internet ... reaches everyone!
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Advantages and disadvantages 
of the Internet

The Internet lets us know what’s happening on the other side of the 
world in a matter of seconds.

· Positive side: democratization of information, so anyone with 
internet access can inform and be informed.

· Negative side: lies, defamation and incorrect information 
reach millions of people in a very short time and it becomes very 
difficult to rectify or erase the trail.

INFOXICATION: an excess of information that makes the 
user unable to understand or assimilate it.
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Information: a powerful weapon

In addition to inventing news for fun, information can also be a very 
powerful weapon.

Some people use it to influence others and make them stand for or 
against certain decisions.

Many politicians have also signed up for the 
'fake news' trend to try their political 
opponents. 

Being informed is key to distinguish real 
information from fake news.
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‘Fake news’ usually has spectacular and eye-catching headlines, that's 
why it gets so many visits.

Some people and companies take advantage of this to turn fake news 
into a business: an article with an attractive headline will receive many 
visits and will raise a lot of money in advertising even if it is a lie.

CLICKBAIT: low-quality news that is 
presented with a title or format that 
attracts attention, to get it read and 
shared many times.

Earn money with misinformation
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Some tips to identify fake news:

The most important thing is 
to use COMMON SENSE 

How can we know if news is 
‘fake news’?

· Check the URL
· Search for information about the media and 
the author
· Check which sources are included
· Are there misspellings in the text?
· Are the images of good quality?
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The importance of critical 
thinking

· Search for the same information in different media
· Let’s not believe everything we read at first glance
· Be aware that media and people have interests
· Before publishing or sharing, make sure it's true!
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