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Junior Report Activity Sheets are educational tools that encourage critical thinking in high school 
students. The goal is to make them participants in the reality that surrounds them, while they inform 
themselves and deepen their understanding on a global news topic.

To achieve this, we analyse one of the topics published in the Junior Report digital newspaper based 
on three activities: first, a reading activity; second, a reading comprehension exercise; and third, 
a more practical exercise that offers different proposals and allows for working individually or in 
groups.

How we work?

SHEET 8

INTRODUCTION

1. Download the thematic sheet that you are interested in working with and invite the students to 
read the summary of the selected information capsules. This first reading helps them to choose 
the articles that they are most interested in (minimum of three) and read them carefully in order to 
answer the questions activity that follows.

2. The second exercise 1 is a reading comprehension activity, to be completed individually and based 
on the items chosen previously. Each student should only answer the questions for the articles they 
have read.

3. Last exercise aims to get students to reflect on some of the more controversial aspects of the 
selected topic. Of the three proposals, each student (or group) must choose one and develop it 
according to the instructions.
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FAKE NEWS

Fake news or false news are lies that pretend to be truths. We explain how internet popularity helps 
spread it and why it is considered a “powerful weapon.”

Fake news is a business. Why does fake news websites get such big audiences? How do visits 
convert into income?

“Post-truth” was declared international word of the year by the Oxford Dictionaries. What is the 
difference between fake news and post-truth?

Deniers of climate change create and spread false news to boycott the fight against global warming. 
How do fake news affect climate change?

Journalism has a commitment to facts and telling the truth, but there have always been cases in 
which false information has been published as true.

Fake news was not invented because of the Internet, but something much older and more human 
that explains its origin: the lie. We propose three books to understand the phenomenon of fake 
news.
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The post-truth: true or not?      bit.ly/PostTruthTrue

The Fake News Business      bit.ly/FakeNewsBusiness

Careful: fake news!      bit.ly/BewareFakeNews

Fake news also affect climate change      bit.ly/FakeNewsClimate

Fake news that fooled press      bit.ly/FakeNewsPress

Books on fabricating lies      bit.ly/BooksAboutLies

Exercise 1. Reading activity. Choose the information capsules that interest you the 
most.
(Each student must read at least 3 different topics)

https://junior-report.media/en/temes/fake-news-en/
https://junior-report.media/en/the-post-truth-true-or-not/
https://junior-report.media/en/the-fake-news-business/
https://junior-report.media/en/compte-noticies-falses/
https://junior-report.media/en/fake-news-also-affect-climate-change/
https://junior-report.media/en/fake-news-that-fooled-press/
https://junior-report.media/en/books-fabricating-lies/
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Exercise 2. Reading comprehension. What have we learned about fake news?
(Each student must answer the questions for at least 3 different topics)

Careful: fake news!

The fake news business

Post-truth: true or not?

Fake news also affect climate change

Fake news that fooled press

Books on fabricating lies

1. What is the “democratization of information”?
2. Why does the internet favour the dissemination of fake news? 
3. Why is misinformation a “powerful weapon”?

1. How do the creators of fake news websites attract visitors?
2. How do people who publish and / or spread false news make money?

1. How does the Oxford dictionary define “post-truth”?
2. How were the US elections influenced by post-truth narrative?
3. What do fake news and post-truth have in common?

1. What percentage of the US population believes in global warming produced by human activity?
2. Why do ultraconservative pressure groups distribute fake news about climate change?

1. Italian journalist Tomaso De Benedetti made up his interviews with who?
2. How can false news become more shared on the internet?
3. Why fake news about politics turn out to be more profitable?

1. Why did many people think the alien invasion of The War of the Worlds was real?
2. Who was Jean-Claude Romand?
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Exercise 3. Practical activity. We learn to be critical!
(Each student or group must choose one of these 3 proposals)

1. We read article number 1 and fill in the ‘Fake News Detector’.
2. We read article number 2 and fill in the ‘Fake News Detector’.
3. We compare the observations of the two news. What conclusions do we draw? Are there 
differences between true and fake news?

· Do we read news? If we do, do we read it in respected media or do we get them through social 
networks?
· Do we have prejudices? If we read news that resonates with our ideas, will we be critical?
· Have we ever shared a story or content without being sure if it was true or false? On which topics 
do we receive the most fake news?

What do we do? 
We step into a journalist’s shoes and investigate whether two news items that have come to us are 
true or false. To do this, we can use the ‘Fake News Detector form’.

Analyse other news with the ‘Fake News Detector’. 

What do we do?
We choose a news item from our surroundings (a new activity at school, a student who has won a 
prize, etc.). We research and write a newspaper article.

What do we do?
We hold a group discussion to talk about what value we give to information, how we inform ourselves 
and how we can protect ourselves from fake news.

Write down the questions and reflections that arise from this debate.

How do we do it?
We talk to sources that are reliable (witnesses and people involved) and research online. Remember 
that only information published by experts or official institutions is useful: we cannot rely on rumours! 
Once we have all the information, we write a story to explain it to the rest of the class.! 

How do we do it?
We divide into groups and try to answer the following questions:

How do we do it? 

Proposal 1. We become a journalist!

Proposal 2. We write a newspaper article!

Proposal 3. Let’s debate!
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/apr/25/notre-dame-fire-scientists-begin-hunt-for-evidence-on-cause
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2016/11/22/monsanto-dicamba-herbicide.aspx

